The Will of God in Four Little Words

Matt 8:5-13 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6 "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly." 7 And he said to him, "I will come and heal him." 8 But the centurion replied, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but  only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 10 When Jesus heard this,  he marveled and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I tell you, with  no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you,  many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom  will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place  there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it be done for you  as you have believed."  And the servant was healed at that very moment. ESV

Matt 28:16-20 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority  in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  ESV

______________________________________________________________________

The true mark of genius is to be able to take the very complex and break it down in simple-to-understand terms.  When I was in college, there was this particular piano player who was well known for being a musical genius and I remember as our annual music conference drew near looking forward to sitting in his classes, to the point that I specifically asked that I be assigned to work his class so that I could be there.  I remember my Dean of Music asking me why I was asking for this specific slot and when I said, “Because so and so is teaching and he's supposed to be the best player here and I'll bet I'll learn a lot from him!”  She just smiled and said, “Maybe, we'll see” and I wondered what she meant.

It didn't take long for me to find out.  The class was entertaining, for sure but I didn't learn a whole lot.  Neither did anybody else.  This great piano player rushed about like a madman and would sit down suddenly and play something fantastic and then jump up and furiously mark it out on a blackboard that had sheet music lines in furious chicken scratch and he went on and on about stuff that I had no clue what he was talking about and then as I begin to look around, I realized that nobody else had a clue either.  There were some very good piano players in there and they all left laughing saying, “He's a great piano player, but who knows what he's saying or doing?”  Smart?  Yes by the loads.  Eccentric?  As crazy as Frankenstein's doctor.  Genius?  No, because a genius would be able to take the complex thoughts and understanding and break them down where the normal people could grasp them.  

Think of Jesus within these terms:  He was the wiser than Solomon and the wisest man that ever lived because all of the fullness of deity dwelt within Him.  He could confound the wisest men of the land with His knowledge and take on scriptures at the tender age of a twelve year old.  And yet His ministry was known for story telling – parables, which means stories with a point.  The Creator of the Universe dwelling among us taught in such ways that the wisest men were confounded and yet even a child could understand.  His genius and great wisdom were proved not in that He could use words that only a few could grasp but that He could take the deepest things of heaven and put them in terms that all who wanted to understand could grasp.  

I think of our great Lord leaning over the bedside of Jairius' dead daughter.  And He speaks to her, not with thundering words as if He were in the middle of a storm ceasing it with a great bellow.  He speaks to her not in eloquent Greek or high-sounding, religious Hebrew, but in Aramaic, the common, casual language spoken in Galilean homes and the dialect and terms which would be most familiar to her.  In fact, the phrase that He spoke to her, talitha cumi, “little girl, arise” is probably the same phrase that her own father or mother spoke to her each morning at the dawn of a new day.  I think of this story often when I'm telling my little ones good night and say, “good night, little girl.”  It's a simple but great thought  that our Lord speaks our everyday language.  He speaks to us in terms that we can understand – He really does!  

There are some here who have been hoodwinked by various preachers or even your own perception that the Lord is hard to understand and that His commandments are hard to comprehend – I think that nothing could be further from the truth.  It is true that there are very deep things in the Word of God and there are some ways of God that we will never  – on this side of the divide – fully comprehend, but yet the essence of what God says and the directions that He has for our lives can be understood by the simplest child, providing that they want to understand.  That is the most tell-tale thing for though our Lord spoke of great and glorious truths and placed them in the most simplest and easiest to grasp stories, yet the dividing factor was not one's education level or mental intelligence quotient, rather it was a matter that those who wanted to understand and wanted to grasp these great truths did so and those who did not want to see, blinded themselves to what they could have easily grasped had they had the notion to do so.  

In fact, it was for the most part the working class that first received Jesus' teachings and though there was Nicodemus and Joseph of Armethea and eventually Saul who would become known as Paul, yet the majority of the crowds were the simple fishermen and spinsters of the day.  It is not that the intelligent cannot understand what He says, but that sometimes the intelligent rely to much on themselves.  They are so smart that they refuse to see.  They could, if they so desired, but they shut their eyes to truth.  A desire to know what is God's will is far more a greater criteria for understanding His Word than intelligence or learning.  If you want to understand, you can understand because Jesus broke down the kingdom of God in terms that we can clearly hear and heed.

_____________________________________________

Understanding this helps explain to us Jesus' reaction in our text in the 8th chapter of Matthew.  This Centurion has come to him – a rank of command in the Roman army – and this gentile has asked the Lord to heal his servant who is “paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.”  And Jesus agrees and says, “I will come and heal him.” And then we have this exchange:

Matt 8:8-9 But the centurion replied, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." ESV

Now notice carefully Jesus' response to this for it is very remarkable and very telling:

Matt 8:10-13 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you,  many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it be done for you  as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment. ESV

Jesus marveled, which is about the strongest possible word for amazement that Matthew could have chosen here.  Jesus was blown away by what this guy said, so much so that He stopped and turned to those who followed Him and made a very exclusive statement:  “with on one in Israel have I found such faith.”  In other words, this man has an understanding of something that you disciples who have forsaken all to follow me don't yet have.  “I have yet to encounter such faith as this.”  And to hammer the point home, Jesus goes on to say that many will come from the east and the west to dine with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob while many of the sons of the kingdom – naturally born Jews – would be cast into everlasting torment.  I think that the Lord could not have made any such stronger a statement nor a more shocking one for His day.  Overwhelmed by the faith that he just saw and by what he just heard by this Gentile, our Lord seemed genuinely impressed that this man had such a revelation.  Jesus was saying, in essence, if a Gentile can get this before most Jews, then there will be many Gentiles supping in eternity with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He was not trying to say that Jews cannot be saved, but that anybody can be saved, providing that they grasp the great truth that this centurion had grasped.     

What is it?  What was it that this centurion tapped into that was so profound to elicit a response from our Lord such as this?  Here is the point:

The Centurion broke down the will of God for all men into three simple commands made up of four little words.

Ask anybody “what is the will of God for you?” and you get a myriad of responses and most of them are “I wish I knew!”  And yet here is a Gentile soldier who nailed the most complex issue of our lives and put it very succinctly.  It was like Jesus was saying, “I couldn't have said it better myself.”  Bingo – you got it and got it good!  For the will of God for each and every man, woman, boy, and girl can be defined, delineated, and decreed by four little words.  These four words comprise three commands and the centurion had them down pat:  Go, Come, and Do This.  No word in the English over four letters; all a sentence with “you” as the implied subject.  You – you, get this and you have the whole of God's plan summed up in terms that a child can understand.  Whether knowingly or unknowingly, this soldier put the will of heaven in the simplest terms and yet how many have yet to grasp these things.

Oh, I feel led to preach to the people under the sound of my voice, today!  For I feel that there are many who need to hear it.  You don't need a dictionary, a thesaurus, or even a brontosaurus with headlights today to understand the will of God for it is a great truth:

The Will of God for every person is always found in Go, Come, and Do This.

Heaven help us to grasp this profound and yet simple truth and act upon it! 

________________________________________________

Give the centurion credit, for he had been listening.  His very story can be summed up by the very terms that he presented because he had heard Jesus say, “come unto me.”  Flip through the pages and events preceding this one and you will hear Jesus numerous times say, “come and follow me.”  And so he had a need and the centurion knew who to come to for the Miracle Worker had granted permission and even made the call.  And so the centurion did not wait for God to find him and sit around and just despair, but got up and came to where Jesus was. 

What a great sermon that is in itself that we would not just sit around in despondency and need but that we would get up and come to the One who has already decreed that we can come boldly before the throne of grace in time of need!  This is the issue of many people's life and walk with God – they need God to “Do This” but yet God never does simply because they do not run to Him in time of need and they do not know or do not take advantage of the open offer of the Master.  Or, more importantly, they have heard the offer but have not decided to truly come and follow Him.  And there are many people who have never had God “do this” and who have not heeded the commandment to “Go” because they have never heard the commandment to “Go” because before you can hear the commandment to “Go,” you must first have come to the Master!  

We need to speak of this issue of order – please stay with me for a moment – for this is very important!  The order is often different than what the centurion gave it.  He said “Go,” then “Come,” and then “Do This.”  That is the order of man's command and is what the man was accustomed to.  Men most often issue orders in the order, “Go,” where I've told you to go, then “come” when I say come and report, and now that you've proven your worth, “Do This.”  Yet, in scripture it's almost always found in another order.  

Think of Noah's story.  Remember that the will of God for every righteous man and woman can be found within these four little words that make up three simple commands.  In Noah's case, the order was “Do This” and then “Come” and then finally “Go.”  God first gave the blueprints of an Ark and the command was “Do This” and he heard nothing else for all of the years that he was spending on “doing this” that God had spoken.  That is another sermon that this generation needs to hear:  once God has said “do this” He often does not speak any other command until after you have done this to what God commanded done.  

But Noah first received the command to “Do This” and once the this was done, which is to say the ark was completed, then the command was “Come in the ark.”  All of the doing would have been for naught had he not heeded this next command.  And he and his family came onto the ark as God had commanded.  Now flash forward months later after the rain has stopped and the ark has come to rest on the Mount of Ararat and God finally speaks a third time to Noah and the commandment is now “Go.”  Go out and multiply!  And so we see that the will of God for Noah's life can be expounded very simply with four little words:  Do This, and Come, and then Go.  

But the order is special there and unique for Noah's was a unique case.  That is, everything that Noah did speaks of the church as a whole and of the church age because Jesus said, “as it was in the days of Noah so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”  After we have obeyed these commandments, then the order of Noah will be manifested for we are commanded to “Do This” which is to build the church of God.  After we have done this, we will one day hear the trumpet sound and the commission to “Come, be with me.”  And then once we are there we will go out into all of the earth to be fruitful and to replenish the earth with righteousness.  How startling it is that all of endtime prophecy can be reduced to four little words!  

But in the New Testament we see yet another sequence than that of Noah.  Noah's sequence is prophetic and is yet to come – right now we are under a more common sequence.  And that sequence is of “Come,” and then “Go” and then “Do This.”  

We find this sequence in the centurion's own actions.  He first came to Jesus and then He received the commandment to “Go, it shall be done for you as you have believed” and as He went, “the servant was healed at that very moment.”  God did this of what He asked.  

We find this New Testament sequence yet in the life of the patriarch, Abraham, who though his story is one of the oldest in scripture yet prefigured the New Testament saint because Abraham was the “Father of the Faithful.”  Though his story is in Genesis, yet Abraham had a New Testament order in his life and in heeding the Will of God.  His order was Come, as in “come out of the land of Ur and the idolatry and the sin and be separate, saith the Lord.”  And then when He had determined to come out, the commandment was to “Go to a land which I will show you.”  And then once He got there – notice the sequence carefully because it was only after He had come out and gone to where God told Him to go – then made a covenant with Abraham and said, “I will bless you if you will do this.”  Doing this was taking on the bloody mark of circumcision which prefigures water baptism.  Doing this was pushing out Ishmael and taking the promise seed, Isaac, which prefigures grace over Law.  Doing this was offering worship even tot he point of being willing to lay down the life of the promised son, which prefigured Calvary where “God provided Himself a Lamb.”  Though an Old Testament figure, yet Abraham spoke to things greater than himself by obeying the commands in order of Come out and be ye separate, and Go to where God tells you, and Do This that God has spoken.  Come, Go, and Do This.

This is a consistent theme in scripture.  Take a simple step back a few verses to the leper being cleansed right before the story of our text.  We are in chapter 8 of Matthew.  Verse 2 says that “a leper came to Him.”  Verse 4, Jesus says, “Go, show yourself to the priest.”  And then, in the same verse, “and present the offering that Moses commanded as a testimony to them.”  Come, and the leper came; Go and the leper went; and then a “Do This” in offering the sacrifice.  

Step back a few chapters and you run into those wonderful passages that are the greatest Sermon on the Mount.  So deep and so profound are these words of our Lord and yet they can too be summed up by the centurion's revelation of four little words for Matthew chapter 5 begins with “and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.”  They were disciples who had answered the call of “follow me” and “come to me.”  And then mark carefully how often through the sermon Jesus commands them to “go.”  If you have ought against your brother, “leave your gift at the altar and go...”  “If anyone forces you to go one mile, go the second mile.”  “But when you pray, go into your closet...”  And then the Lord sums up the sayings with the Golden Rule of “do unto others what you would have them do unto you.”  And then:

Matt 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. ESV  

And He finishes the sermon with the parable of the two houses, one built on sand and the other on rock and the point is that the wise house on the rock is like unto those who hear His Word and do His word!  Such was the main point of the sermon that clearly presented to us the principles of the Kingdom of Heaven and such is the will of Heaven now.  You are searching for the Will of God – I say to you that you are looking for the profound and yet will find it in the simple.  He has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise and the simple things to be the deep.  The Will of God for you is the same as it has been with every other human being since the time of Christ and even Abraham:  He bids you to Come, and then to Go, and then “Do This.”

______________________________________________

So let us hear what the Spirit would say to the churches today.  Let us hear the voice of God to each person.  The Will of God is not convoluted nor hard to discern for those who want to know it.  I will seek to lay out very clearly the will of God found within these three commands of four little words.  You can understand this.  You must understand this if you are to be saved and to fulfill the will of God in your life.  No matter what level that you are at spiritually – from the non-believer to the backslider to the established and faithful saint – the will of God is still wrapped up in these four little words.

It is the will of God for you to first Come.

To Come to Jesus first speaks to us of conviction and repentance because no sinner can come to Him unless the Spirit draws and they respond correctly by being convicted of their sins and coming to Him to repent of those sins.  Repentance is still a first step and is found firmly in the simple command of “come.”  It is God, Himself, who spoke of the subject:

Isa 1:18 "Come now,  let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as  white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. ESV    

What a great and blessed word this is!  What a great offer, that though we cannot stand before Him, yet he was bid us to come to Him!  Sin lays a heavy burden upon the soul of man and yet Jesus said, “come unto me you who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest.”  Satan would have you to go from the presence of God and to go hide in the bushes when you have sinned and to go from the presence of the Lord, but God bids you to come!  The first commandment and the first step of the will of God is “come unto me!”  “Come now, let us reason together.”  “Come and follow me.”  He is here and He has made the offer but you must first come to Him.  

No man can come to Him unless He draws, but He is drawing today.  It is not His will that any should perish, but that all would come to repentance and everlasting life!  Those who will not come are only those who resist His calling presence today!  

To come to Him speaks to us of the need to hear His voice.  You cannot come unless you hear Him drawing to you and calling to you.  Come now, is your ear to hardened that it cannot comprehend that He is speaking to you.  Not your natural ear, but what of the ears of your heart?  He that has ears, let him hear.  How's your listening?  You may grow old and become hard of hearing, but don't ever become hard of listening.  Are you tuned in to His voice?  Can you hear Him speaking to you?  Like Abraham, He is speaking to you to leave the sin of your forefathers and your generation and to come out and be ye separate, saith the Lord.  He's calling you out so that He can bring you in, to some great promises and blessings.  But you must heed the call.  None of the rest of the will of God applies until you first have heeded this first and simple command:  Come!  Is your heart too calloused to hear the call of heaven over you?  He has great plans for you!  He has great things in store for you!  The devil's decree over your life is not truth and God can have the final say, but you must hear Him say, “follow me” and you must respond!  Come!  And then:

It is the will of God for you to Go.

Once you have come Him and reasoned with Him and repented and found forgiveness you will then hear a commission.  For God always calls people to follow Him so that He can tell them to Go.  It is not enough that you have come to Him, but are you yet listening to His voice?  It is not enough that you heard the voice one time to come to Him and repent, but are you still listening to that same voice?  It has changed now.  It is still the same God and the same voice, but now the will of God is summed up in another simple word:  Go!  Like Abraham, it is not enough that you would come out from the world, if you are not willing to move onward into the promises of God that yet await.  

This commandment speaks to us of the need for action.  He does not save us to sit inactively.  He doesn't call us out to sit inside the church and do nothing.  He didn't save you from what you were striving for only to have you strive at nothing.  I'm bothered by the number of believers that I see sitting idle in the 11th hour.  They seem listless because they have heard His Come out and they have given up on the dreams that they used to have in living for the world, and yet they are sitting without a dream for what God has for them.  They lack a vision of what to strive for now.  They gave up and came in and now they do nothing as if God asked them to give up that for a blank future and purpose.  

God never asks you to give up anything without replacing it with something better!  The cry of God is always to action!  To move, to go forward!  To move to better things and higher things.  How stagnant is a Christian who is saved by coming out of the world and yet does not go where and when God says go.  They cannot say with the psalmist “I was glad when they said unto me let us go unto the house of the Lord.”  They cannot obey the Lord's words of “when you pray go into your prayer closet” for they do not pray.  Once you have come out from the world, you need to heed the same voice each day in directing your actions.  And you must go to where He has said go!  If He said go to church, the go to church!  If He said go to the Word of God to study to show thyself approved, then go to the Word!  If He said go to the prayer closet, then make going there a habit!  If He said “go stand” then go stand where He told you to stand.  If He said go this street or that, then go!  You will not find the will of God for your life doing nothing or sitting down, but as you go, you will discover what He has for you!  What are you waiting for?  Go forward in what God has called you to be and do! Go!  Faith without action is a dead faith!  Act on what God has said!  And then:

It is the will of God for you to Do This. 

This command speaks to us of submission and obedience.  It speaks of doing what the Lord has told us to do, even if we do not understand why He is telling us to do this.  It speaks of Noah building an ark when He had never seen a boat and never seen rain.  It speaks of Abraham circumcising Himself and all of his household without ever fully understanding why it was important.  It speaks of Abraham taking His son up the mountain fully bent on obeying God's strange command of  sacrificing His only son and yet saying in faith to the servants, “Stay here, for the lad and I go to worship and we will return to you.”  Abraham was not thinking, “why would God demand this; how foolish this is; how can I get out of this.”  but Abraham was thinking, “if God has said this, then I will do this, and yet He has promised great things for this boy, so there must going to be a resurrection.”  We know the story and how that God just wanted to see if he was willing to do what God had said even if it cost him the most precious thing of his life and God stopped him and said, “Now I know.”  The call is to come to God, and then be moved to action by His will and Go and then “Do This” and submit to God even in areas that are painful and sacrificial.  

I'm not a Greek scholar, but I can quote Greek scholars and I read that there are two different words in the Greek used for “do” in the New Testament.  This particular word in this verse always carries the idea of creativity.  It is the word poieo (Poy-ay'-o) from which we get our word “poet.”  It means to do something creatively.  In other words, if we cannot see how to do something, to get creative in making it happen.  That is we should look for ways to obey the Lord and look for ways to submit to Him and if He has said “do this” and it is something that seems hard and even impossible that we should  turn ourselves upside down in finding ways to do it regardless.  It is the exact opposite of someone who is always looking for reasons why they cannot.  Am I preaching to you?

Some people only obey God's commandment when it is convenient.  Some people are always looking for a reason as to why they cannot.  Some people want God to come down and speak to the specifically each little step that it would take to obey what He has said.  Like you saying to your teenager, “go to the store and get me some Oreo cookies.”  You shouldn't have to say, “that means get up, find your shoes and your wallet, brush your hair, put a shirt on, get the car keys, open the front door, walk outside, unlock the car, put the keys in the ignition, turn the keys, put it in reverse, back out approximately five and a half feet in a semi-circle.”  You expect that the teenager is old enough now to get a little creative and to use their mind to fill in the blanks.  

So it is with us.  We are commanded to “Do This.”  And some people are like that teenager who spends two hours getting around to looking for his shoes.  The issue is that they really don't want to do it.  What you really want to happen in your life, you find a way for it to happen.  What you don't want to happen, you always say, “I just can't see how to do that.”  The commandment of God is to want His will more than anything else!  And just do it!  Do this – get creative and find ways to make obedience and submission to His will happen.  Get the opposite attitude of looking for why it cannot and be just as determined in the positive:  I'll do everything that I can to ensure it gets done!  Oh, if we would truly obey such a command and such an attitude for such is the will of God in our lives!                 

______________________________________

In our other text, we find on the other end of the book of Matthew the last words of Jesus before His ascension:

Matt 28:16-20 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority  in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  ESV 

This, by the way, is a Jesus' name verse, because when the disciples went and obeyed the commandment, everywhere in every case we find that they baptized only “in the Name of Jesus Christ.”  They knew exactly what the one name of the Father and of the son, and of the Holy Ghost is.  But look beyond that great truth and see another today.  He commanded His disciples to meet him in Galilee, to come to where He'd be. When they came to where He was, He spoke to them and the commandment was “Go.”  And as they went, they were to “do this” which was to teach and baptize in the name.  But before they could “do this” they had to Go.  Had they stayed at the place where they were and not moved forward, they would have never been in a position to do what God had commanded them and see what God had for them.  

Notice the sequence of what God brings to the table to those who will come to Him and  Go therefore and Do what He has decreed.  In verse 18, He told them that all power in heaven and earth is given to Him.  In verse 20, He promised them that “I am with you always!”  What a great promise that the all-powerful God of Glory would ever be and bless us!  And yet remember that this promise is only to those who have come to where He is, have heard and obeyed the commission to Go ye therefore and to do this that He has spoken.  

· When you come unto Him, He will ever come unto you.

· When you go as He has said, He will go with you!

· When you do what He has spoken, He will back you up by doing great things through you.

Unfortunately I see a decreasing number at each turn of Jesus' command in Matthew 28.  Not every believer came to Galilee.  Not every one of those who came to Galilee obeyed the go to go to Jerusalem.  Not every one of those who went to Jerusalem, obeyed the commandment to go therefore into every nation.  And not all of those who went did this:  teaching and baptizing and making disciples.  And yet I also find that in those who obeyed all three commands, what great power of God went with them and they saw exhibited in their lives!  

Let us be like those!  Let us then come, go, and do this!  For in these four little words, is the power of heaven waiting to be poured out exceedingly!  And in these four little words are found all of the will of God for our lives!        

